
 

 

 

  MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF ILKLEY TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF ILKLEY TOWN HALL ON 

MONDAY 2nd DECEMEBER 2019 AT 7:30PM 

Those present:   

Chairman:   Councillor M Stidworthy (Chairman) 

Councillors:  Councillor R Brown (Vice-Chair), Councillor P Mate, Councillor J Thompson, 
Councillor O Wells, Councillor T Thorpe, Councillor P Allon, Councillor C Morris, 
Councillor J Souter & Councillor M Gibbons 

Officers:   Louise Close (Clerk)  

Present: Members of the public 

 

1920/104 ITEM 1 - Mayor’s Remarks and Events Attended 

Councillor M Stidworthy welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked them for 
coming. He spoke about the two recent main events for the Town Council, the 
Remembrance parade and service and Ilkley Christmas light switch on event. Both 
events were hugely successful, the service was very fitting, and the people of Ilkley had 
enjoyed their lights being switched on. All who had organised the events and had been 
involved were thanked. 

 
1920/105 ITEM 2 – Reasons for Absence 
 Councillor Halton (holiday) 

Councillor Sugden (away on business) 
Councillor Franks (attending the hustings) 
All reasons for absence were accepted and noted. 

  
1920/106 ITEM 3 - Disclosures of Interest 
  None declared 
 
1920/107 ITEM 4 - Dispensations  
  No requests received  
 
1920/108 ITEM 5 – Public Participation    

Proposed by Councillor O Wells 
Seconded by Councillor J Souter 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting in order to receive reports from invited guests and in 
order that public be permitted to make representations, answer questions and give 
evidence in respect of any items of business included in the Agenda or ask questions on 
any other matter of relevance to the Town.             (Unanimous) 
 
Area Co - Ordinator 
Mrs S Gledhill gave her apologies as she had been held on business  
 
Inspector Khan – West Yorkshire Police 
Inspector Khan gave an update and overview of the latest crime figures. Condolences 
were given to the family of the victim who lost their life in the recent flat fire and praise to 
the PCSO who raised the alarm to other residents.  
It was advised that Ilkley is a target for incoming thieves during the festive period and 
residents were asked to take extra precautions.  
It was confirmed that there have only been mainly minor incidents of crime, but the 
upcoming month is entering into a busy period. 
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Ilkley Civic Society  
It was confirmed that the forms for the following venues: Ilkley Town Hall, Kings Hall, 
Winter Gardens and Ilkley Library had been submitted to register these locations as 
Assets of Community Value. 
 
It was also noted that (through a leaked document), the idea of moving the library into the 
Town Hall was under consideration. It was advised that comments on the ongoing BMDC 
library consultation could be submitted through the BMDC website and that if Councillors 
would like this item as an agenda item for January, they should advise the Clerk. 
 
It was also confirmed that the Area Co-ordinator would be advising the Council of 
information about this issue in the new year. 
 

  The meeting reconvened 
 
1920/109 ITEM 6 – Welcome to the new Town Councillor (Ilkley North Ward) 

A warm welcome was extended to Councillor Jonathon Walsh who had been recently 
elected. His declaration of office would be signed in the presence of the proper officer of 
the council.  

 
1920/110 ITEM 7 – Duke of Edinburgh Scheme 

Councillor Poulter from Burley in Wharfedale Parish Council presented to the meeting a 
proposal requesting Ilkley Town Council to consider funding for students from Ilkley 
postcodes to participate in the D of E scheme. Burley in Wharfedale Parish Council took 
over the scheme in 2018 from BMDC to avoid the loss of this service due to budget cuts, 
and this is separate from and in addition to the D of E scheme run by Ilkley grammar 
School. Financial support for the Ilkley participants in the Burley scheme was £7400. This 
would be a one-off cost. Fees would subsequently be increased, and the scheme would 
become self-funding moving forward. It was also asked if the Town Council would 
consider setting up a support fund to enable young people who are excluded financially 
from this project to ask discretely for financial assistance. 
The Councillors discussed this in detail and further information was given by Councillor 
Poulter. 
Proposed by Councillor Wells 
Seconded by Councillor Thompson 
RESOLVED to support this funding request and the Clerk and Chairman to discuss 
which budget heading this would be taken from.       (unanimous) 
 

1920/111 ITEM 8 – 962 Bus Routes 

This Council notes that Bradford has Priority 1 and Priority 2 roads for gritting in icy 
conditions. This Council further notes that several roads on the 962-bus route in Ilkley 
are Priority 2 roads and that, as a consequence, in icy conditions, the 962 bus has 
frequently become unable to proceed on its route. This Council therefore requests that 
Bradford should ensure that all roads in Ilkley that form part of any bus route should 
always be classified as Priority 1 for gritting in icy conditions. 

   Proposed by Councillor Wells 

  Seconded by Councillor Mate 
  RESOLVED to support this motion      (unanimous) 
  
1920/112 ITEM 9 – Climate Emergency Declaration 
 Proposed by Councillor Stidworthy 
 Seconded by Councillor T Thorpe 
 RESOLVED that this Council; 
 
  1. Declares a ‘Climate Emergency’. 

2. Pledge to do everything within the Town Council's power to make Ilkley carbon neutral 

by 2030, by reducing net carbon emissions year-on-year towards a target of zero carbon 

emissions from the town. 
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3. Call on the UK Government to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 
target possible, noting the Climate Change Act 2008, the recommendations of the 
Independent Committee on Climate Change, the 1 May 2019 declaration of a Climate 
Emergency by the House of Commons and the 12 June 2019 amendment of  the Climate 
Change Act that commits the UK to achieving "net zero greenhouse gases" by 2050.  

4. Produce a climate action plan with the local community and partners in the public, 

private and voluntary sectors, including Climate Action Ilkley (CAI) and Ilkley Business 

Improvement District (BID); with reference to/guidance from the Leeds City Region 

Climate Coalition (of which Bradford Metropolitan District Council is a member).  

5. Utilise (but not be limited to) the following local levers: 

a) The formation of an Ilkley Town Council Committee with delegated responsibility for 

environment and sustainability, to determine criteria for 5b, to develop strategy and to 

review progress [the final name and terms of reference for this committee to be 

agreed by Full Council]   

b) Revised Ilkley Town Council policy criteria that will expect carbon reduction to be 

taken into account in all Town Council decision-making processes 

c) Guiding documentation such as The Ilkley Neighbourhood Development Plan (INDP) 

& Ilkley Sustainability Plan (ISP) [subject to referendum/adoption by the Town 

Council], and “A summary carbon roadmap for Ilkley Town Council” 

d) An Ilkley Town Council-facilitated process of public consultation to identify priorities 

and actions in collaboration with stakeholders in the town 

e) A physical ‘drop-in’ climate emergency ‘hub’ in conjunction with partners in the 

voluntary, public and private sectors, to provide information to residents and 

businesses on carbon reduction strategies 

 

6. Review progress by regular reports (6 monthly) of the above environment and 

sustainability committee to Full Council, with the addition of “Climate Emergency” as a 

standing monthly business item for the Full Council Agenda. 

       (1 abstention, 9 in favour)  

1920/113 ITEM 10 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
 Proposed by Councillor P Mate 
 Seconded by Councillor J Souter 
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Full Council meeting held on Monday 4th 

November 2019 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
(unanimous) 

 
1920/114 ITEM 11 – Minutes from Committees 
 Proposed by Councillor J Thompson 
 Seconded by Councillor J Souter 
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Plans Committee held on Tuesday 15th October and 

Tuesday 5th November 2019 be accepted.     (unanimous) 
  
1920/115 ITEM 12 – Finance 
 12.1 

Proposed by Councillor J Thompson 
 Seconded by Councillor P Allon 
 RESOLVED that the schedule of payments for November be accepted  
 (unanimous) 
 12.2 
  Proposed by Councillor M Gibbons 
 Seconded by Councillor R Brown 
 RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliations for November be accepted and initialled by all 

at the meeting 
 (unanimous) 
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 12.3 
 To receive and note the Budget 20/21 
  

An informal meeting to be held on January 18th 2020, from 10am to 1pm to discuss and 
plan new committee structures along with terms of reference and structure for the finance 
committee was confirmed. 

 
1920/116 ITEM 13 - Project Managers / Committee Chairman 

Councillor Souter gave an update and thanks for the recent light switch on event. 
Comments and ideas for next year are welcomed. Thanks was given for the publicity 
from the Gazette.  

 Councillor Brown advised that 27 people had attend the INDP open meeting with 7 
response forms submitted. 

 Thanks was given to all on the Neighbourhood Plan team. 
 
1920/117 ITEM 14 – Councillor Representatives – reports on meetings attended 
 Councillor Allon advised she had attended a meeting of the Manor House Trust. The 

Trust was keen to receive the artefacts taken from the museum that were in the 
possession of BDMC. The Trust may write to the Council to ask for support with their 
request. 

 Councillor Wells had attended a meeting of Friends of Riverside Parks and was 
extremely impressed with their hard work and dedication. There was an agreement 
between them and Friends of Ilkley Moor to provide tools, equipment, help and support 
and the group had achieved a huge amount of work in a short time. 

 Councillor Mate advised that he attended a meeting with Coutances twinning committee. 
There were many events planned for next year with a trip over to Coutances in May 
2020. There was also a fund-raising event in Skipton on 17th February. 

 Councillor Mate also advised of an Ilkley Community Network event to be held on 
Wednesday 4th December at 1.00pm in the BID offices downstairs. 

 Councillor Mate had attended the Good Neighbours meeting recently and all is well. 
 Councillor Allon advised that she will update regarding the Wharfedale Greenway at the 

next meeting. 
  
1920/118 ITEM 15 - Diary dates   
 Planning Committee meeting Tuesday 17th December 
 Office closed for Christmas 20th December – 2nd January 2020 
 Full Council meeting January 13th 2020 
 
1920/119 ITEM 16 - Notification of Business for Future Agenda 
 

The Clerk should be given seven clear days’ notice of items for the Agenda of the next 
meeting although the absolute statutory minimum notice period is three clear days.  

 
 The next meeting of the Full Council is Monday 13th January 2020, 7.30pm  

 

The meeting closed at 19.52pm 


